
 
 

How to Use Images to Grab Your 
Readers’ Attention  

and Enhance Your Business Blog 
 

Denise Wakeman, Founder of The Blog Squad 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

www.DeniseWakeman.com 
 

  

http://www.denisewakeman.com/�


2 © Copyright 2011. Denise Wakeman, The Blog Squad LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
 

 
 
 
 
AFFILIATE DISCLAIMER. The short, direct, non-legal version is this: Some of the links 
in this report may be affiliate links which means I earn money if you choose to buy from that 
vendor at some point in the future. I do not choose which products and services to promote based 
upon which pay me the most, I choose based my own experience with the product and/or the 
person who created it and if I think it is a useful resource. You will never pay more for an item 
by clicking through my affiliate link. 
 
DISCLAIMER AND/OR LEGAL NOTICES: 
The information presented herein represents the view of the author as of the date of publication. 
Because of the rate with which conditions change, the author reserves the right to alter and 
update his opinion based on the new conditions. The report is for informational purposes only. 
While every attempt has been made to verify the information provided in this report, neither the 
author nor his affiliates/partners assume any responsibility for errors, inaccuracies or omissions. 
Any slights of people or organizations are unintentional. If advice concerning legal or related 
matters is needed, the services of a fully qualified professional should be sought. This report is 
not intended for use as a source of legal or accounting advice. You should be aware of any laws 
which govern business transactions or other business practices in your country and state. Any 
reference to any person or business whether living or dead is purely coincidental. 
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About Denise Wakeman 
 
Denise Wakeman is an Online Marketing Advisor and Founder of The 
Blog Squad. She works with authors, speakers, service professionals, and 
small business owners to optimize and leverage great business blogs as well 
as strategically use social media tools to gain visibility, build credibility and 
make more money selling their books, products and services.  
 
Denise writes on two marketing blogs, is a columnist for 
SocialMediaExaminer.com and is a contributing author on business 
blogging in "Success Secrets of Social Media Superstars." She frequently 
speaks at conferences about business blogging and how to gain expert status 

through social marketing. She has been quoted in the Wall Street Journal, The Huffington Post, 
Newsday, Canada's National Post, FastCompany Online, as well as many other online and 
offline publications.  Denise was recently featured in a documentary about successful women in 
business: Women in Business 2.0. 
 
You can learn more about Denise at http://www.DeniseWakeman.com.  
 

And now you're invited to claim your free instant access to my 5-part 
video course on how to get the best out of your blog.  
 
Visit: http://MasterBusinessBlogging.com to claim it now.  
 
Post questions and comments for Denise on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BlogSquad and Twitter at Twitter.com/DeniseWakeman. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learn more about how you can work with Denise Wakeman to become a 
highly sought after super star in your niche >>> Click here. 

 
 

 
 

http://amzn.to/starsecrets�
http://budurl.com/WIB20�
http://www.denisewakeman.com./�
http://masterbusinessblogging.com/�
http://facebook.com/BlogSquad�
http://twitter.com/DeniseWakeman�
http://denisewakeman.com/work-with-denise/�
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Why Add Images to Your Blog?  
 
Grab a copy of the White Pages off your shelf – if you still own one! – and flip open to any page. 
Where does your eye go first? Are you pulled into the content? Do you want to read more, or are 
you tempted to simply slam the book shut and stick it back on the bookshelf? 
 
When visitors come to your website or blog, you have a choice. You can make it inviting and 
pleasant, or you can make it just about as appealing as the innards of the phone book. The only 
difference? Images. 
 
Images – photos, illustrations, or other graphics -- are often the first thing visitors look at. If the 
image is compelling, visitors stay to check out the text. If the image is poor quality or 
unappealing – or non-existent! – visitors leave. It’s really that simple. 
 

 
 
Here are some ways effectively using images enhances your blog: 
 

1. They break up text. Facing a page of black-and-white text is daunting. Images can give 
the eye a place to rest, breaking up the flow of an otherwise monotonous page.  

 
2. They lead into the text. Since people look at them first, the images provide a starting 

point for the rest of the blog post. Good images are like flashing arrows that say, 
“START HERE.” 

 
3. They introduce the topic. Picking an appropriate, related image gives the reader an idea 

of what to expect from the post. For instance, a photo of a street sign that says “Bumpy 
Road Ahead” lets the reader know that the post is about challenges or change.  

 



6 © Copyright 2011. Denise Wakeman, The Blog Squad LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
 

4. They support the post content. A diagram, graphic, or other image can further illustrate 
the post’s content. A flow chart of a sales funnel, for instance, gives you another way to 
explain the concepts you’re presenting.  

 
They say a picture is worth a thousand words. If that’s true, you can’t afford NOT to use images 
in your blog posts. They may be the most powerful tool you have. 
 

Avoiding Mistakes 
 
Just like everything else online, using images in your blog posts is fairly easy, but it’s also easy 
to make a mistake. Here are some of the most common image-related mistakes and how to avoid 
them: 
 
Not using an image. It’s better to use a generic image than no image at all if you can’t find the 
specific photo or graphic you want. Even if the image doesn’t directly support the text of the 
blog post, it still provides the benefits of breaking up text and pulling people in.  
 
Using goofy clip art. We used to see stick people all over PowerPoint presentations and in 
corporate newsletters in the early days of the web. With the wide variety of high-quality graphics 
available online for free, there’s no excuse for using 1990s-era clip art. It makes you look 
unprofessional, not retro.  
 
Using unrelated images. If I see one more sidebar ad with a bikini-clad woman and the words 
“Obama wants moms to go back to school,” I am going to scream! Sure, people may look 
because there’s a good looking babe, but using unrelated graphics to pull people in is rude. They 
won’t stick around once they know they’ve been misled. 
 
Not resizing the image. While images can make your blog looked polished and professional, 
having images that hang over into the margins or that are cut off is sloppy blogging. Use a free 
software program (Irfanview.com is great) or, if you’re on a Mac, your preview tool, to resize the 
image to the right proportions. 
 
Stealing someone else’s images. There are so many places that you can get non-copyrighted 
images, there’s no excuse for stealing someone’s copyrighted work. Many photographers and 
illustrators rely on their work for their livelihood; don’t get yourself in hot water (or bad karma!) 
by usurping their stuff.  
 
Using too many images. Yes, it is possible to overdo it on the photos and illustrations. Make 
sure each graphic you use adds to the quality of the overall blog post. If you don’t need it, don’t 
use it.  
 
Using images your audience cannot relate to. Just as the bikini woman is probably not a great 
draw when trying to reach middle-aged moms, you can easily miss the mark with graphics and 

http://irfanview.com/�
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photos if you don’t know who you’re writing for. This is where knowledge of your market is 
critical; know what they want, and give it to them. 
 
If you’re worried about using images properly, just start slow. Begin by using your own photos 
so you don’t have to worry about copyright issues, and practice resizing, uploading, and tagging. 
You’ll soon be ready to take on bigger challenges, and your blog will thrive as a result of your 
efforts. 
 

Where Do You Get Images for Your Blog? 
 
Now that you’re convinced that images are an important part of each and every blog post, you 
might be wondering where you get photos and graphics for your posts. There are several places, 
paid and unpaid, where you can find just about any image you might need: 
 

1. Your own photos. The easiest place to find images might be your own camera! 
Particularly if you write about family-oriented topics such as kids, cooking, crafts, or 
weight loss, your own photos may be the perfect choice. These days, you can take web-
quality photos from inexpensive cameras – and even from your cell phone. The positive: 
You get exactly what you want. The negative: Sometimes you just want to get the blog 
post done, not take time for a photo shoot.  

 
2. Flickr. Flickr.com is home to millions of images from all over the world. You can search 

by topic or by photographer. To stay on the right side of copyright law, search Flickr’s 
creative commons database which includes images that photographers are making 
available for use. Check out the guidelines at http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/  
for full information on the rights photographers are retaining and the usage requirements. 
[See articles below on how to use Flickr to find photos for your blog.] 

 
3. Stock.XCHNG. Stock.XCHNG  (http://www.sxc.hu)  is a free stock photo site. Create an 

account and use one of their 400,000 images on your blog. Stock.XCHNG is a little more 
limited than Flickr, but generally high quality.  
 

 
 

4. IstockPhoto.com. A large collection of professional and business quality images and 
illustrations are available from iStockPhoto.com. The drawback is that it is a paid service 

http://flickr.com/�
http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/�
http://www.sxc.hu/�
http://istockphoto.com/�
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that works on credits. You can purchase credit plans starting with 12 credits for $20.75 or 
a subscription starting at $108/month. 
 

 
 

5. Clipart.com. For the widest variety of images (illustrations, photos, animations, and 
more), check out Clipart.com. Over 10 million files, all high-quality. It’s also a paid 
service with subscriptions starting at $14.95 for a week of unlimited downloads and 
topping out at $299.95 for two years of full access.  
 

6. Big Stock. Another fee based royalty-free stock photo site is Big Stock Photo, with a 
huge selection of high-quality photos, artwork and illustrations. Prices start at $15 for 5 
images. The price per image goes down, the more credits you buy. This is my personal 
favorite. 

 
If you’ve looked through the above choices and still can’t find something you like, there are 
numerous other options. Just Google “copyright free images” and you’ll have more options than 
you can ever use. 
 
Bonus tip:  You can create images by taking screenshots of web pages. This is an excellent way 
to demonstrate how-to information on your blog. Jing is a free screen capture tool; SnagIt is a 
more robust, feature-rich screen capture tool. 
 
  

http://clipart.com/�
http://bit.ly/photosforblogs�
http://www.techsmith.com/jing/�
http://www.techsmith.com/snagit/�
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Incorporating Images into Your Post 
 
Adding your selected images to your blog posts is as easy as following these steps: 
 
1. Save your desired image to your desktop in a usable format -- .jpg, .gif, or .tif are usually 

supported, but refer to your blogging platform’s guidelines for more information. 
 
2. Resize the image. You don’t want a huge image that overtakes the whole post, and you also 

don’t want an image that is so small that it’s hard to see. Ideal size will depend on your blog 
theme, but typically around 300x300 pixels is a safe size. You can resize using a free photo 
editing program like Irfanview (irfanview.com), or if you are on a Mac you can do it right 
from the preview screen. 

 
3. Save as a smaller, lower-quality file. No one wants to wait several seconds for your blog 

page to load (hint: It’s usually the graphics that slow things down!). To rectify this problem, 
save your image as a smaller file. The higher the resolution, the larger the file and the slower 
the upload. 72dpi is perfect quality for a web page and loads very quickly. Again, Irfanview 
or your Mac preview will let you change the file quality.  

 
4. Upload to your blog post. You used to have to use an intermediary hosting site to add your 

images to your blog – no more! Most blog platforms (certainly Blogger, Typepad, and 
Wordpress) enable direct uploading of your images. Just click on the “add image” button, 
browse to select, and away you go. Many programs will let you resize and place the image 
once it’s added to your blog post. 

 

 
 

http://irfanview.com/�
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5. Add caption and copyright info. If you’ve used a photo from Flickr’s creative commons 
database or any other image with creative commons license restrictions, you’ll need to 
provide attribution. On Wordpress, you can create a caption that includes the photographer’s 
name and copyright info. On other blogging platforms, you may need to place a note in the 
blog text with that information. 

 

 
 

There you have it; a simple, five-step process to jazzing up your blog posts quickly and easily 
with the images of your choice. 
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Optimizing Images for SEO 
 
Savvy bloggers know to take every opportunity to increase their appeal to search engines. Why 
should you care? Because every time your blog or blog post comes up in the search engine 
results, you have the opportunity to drive additional traffic to your blog… and that means more 
readers and, if you are selling something, more customers! 
 
Here are some easy ways to use the images you place on your blog for SEO (search engine 
optimization) purposes: 
 

1. Optimize the file name. Your camera may automatically generate an image file name 
like “234455.jpg.” The search engines have no idea what to do with that! Instead, before 
uploading to your blog, rename the file to something distinguishable like “easy-pumpkin-
pie.jpg.” Make the title descriptive with a few of your keywords, but don’t go overboard 
with a fifteen-word title.  

 
2. Use the alt attribute. Search engines use the alt attribute field to help determine the 

content of the image; if the alt field is empty, the engines don’t always know how to 
interpret the image. If you’re using Wordpress, it’s simple to change the alt information. 
Upload your image using the “Add Image” function, and then in the “Alternative Text” 
field, add your alt text info, again using your descriptive keywords. 

 
3. Use the title attribute. The title is what shows up when your cursor hovers over the 

image. Fill in the information for the title just as you would the alt attribute, using the 
same method from the “Add Image” function on Wordpress.  

 
4. Use your keywords in your post. It seems obvious that you’d want to use your 

keywords in your text, but some bloggers forget, thinking it’s enough to mention them in 
the title and/or the attributes above. Not so! If your blog post is about how to make home 
décor items from dryer lint, then you should mention that phrase several times in the text 
of your blog post, and illustrate the post with a photo of revamped dryer lint. The file 
name of the photo, as well as the alt and title attributes, should all support that keyword 
phrase. 

 
SEO is mostly common sense. Think about what people would type into Google or their favorite 
search engine to lead them to your blog post. Then use that phrase wherever you can – without 
overdoing it. 
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How to Use Flickr to Find Photos for Your Blog Posts 

Think about the blog posts that catch your attention. Generally they have great headlines (titles), 
a provocative theme and often include an image that illustrates the content. I confess I'm not very 
consistent about using images in my blog posts, yet I appreciate when bloggers use them. As the 
saying goes: a picture is worth a thousand words. 

As a contributing author to Social Media Examiner, one of my 
responsibilities is to include 2-3 images for every article I submit. 
Today, while working on an article about finding inspiration for blog 
content, I referred to a post on Copyblogger called 5 Essential 
Blogging Tips from the Father of Chinese Philosophy as being a good 
example of using classics and history as a source. 

Then, I thought it would be interesting to find a picture to illustrate or 
depict Confucius. I clicked over to Flickr, the photo sharing site, and 
did a search on the keyword "Confucius." Over 3300 results were 
found! I quickly realized I need to refine my search.  

The key thing to remember about using images from Flickr is that you 
must have permission. Photographers indicate which images you can use by assigning them a 
Creative Commons attribution indicating how much permission you have. 

Here's how to find out if you can use an image:  

On Flickr you can do an advanced search and find only photos that have Creative Commons 
licensing. This will save you a lot of time scanning photos! 

 

Make sure to select search By Creative Commons.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_picture_is_worth_a_thousand_words�
http://socialmediaexaminer.com/�
http://www.copyblogger.com/confucius-blogging/�
http://www.copyblogger.com/confucius-blogging/�
http://flickr.com/�
http://creativecommons.org/�
http://nextlevelpartner.typepad.com/.a/6a00d834515d1969e2012876317f62970c-popup�
http://nextlevelpartner.typepad.com/.a/6a00d834515d1969e20120a72e9131970b-popup�
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Once you find a photo you like, check to see what rights are attributed to its use.   

 

Click through to see the rights and if you use the image, copy HTML in the Attribution field and 
paste in your blog post. Remember, you always want to give credit where credit is due! 

http://nextlevelpartner.typepad.com/.a/6a00d834515d1969e20128763180c1970c-popup�
http://nextlevelpartner.typepad.com/.a/6a00d834515d1969e20128763182cb970c-popup�
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Buddha Photo Credit:  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/arcticpuppy/ / CC BY 2.0 

Other images are screenshots captured with Snagit. 

  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/arcticpuppy/�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/�
http://nextlevelpartner.typepad.com/.a/6a00d834515d1969e20120a72e9692970b-popup�
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How to use Photo Dropper to Add Flickr Images to your Blog 

Do you use images in your blog posts? I do, sometimes, when I'm not too lazy to hunt down the 
perfect image or grab a relevant screenshot. Lately I've been using BigStock because the 
selection and range of images is very broad and the fees are reasonable. 

I also use Flickr. Recently as I was going down rabbit trails, I discovered a tool - plug-in - for 
Wordpress called Photo Dropper. This tool makes it super simple to find and add photos from 
Flickr to your blog posts. Check out my 4:46 minute video see how simple it is. (Click here or on 
the video image to view the video on YouTube.) 

 

If you're using a blog platform other than Wordpress, then you'll have to add photos manually, as 
far as I know.  

  

http://bit.ly/photosforblogs�
http://flickr.com/�
http://photodropper.com/�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTw9ub77ur4�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTw9ub77ur4�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTw9ub77ur4�
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Resource Links 
 
Work with Denise 
http://denisewakeman.com/work-with-denise/   
 
Success Secrets of Social Media Superstars  
http://amzn.to/starsecrets  
 
Women in Business 2.0 Movie 
http://budurl.com/WIB20  
 
Irfanview:  http://irfanview.com/ 
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A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words:  
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5 Essential Blogging Tips from the Father of Chinese Philosophy: 
http://www.copyblogger.com/confucius-blogging/ 
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Stock.XCHNG: http://www.sxc.hu/ 
 
IstockPhoto.com: iStockPhoto.com 
 
Clipart.com: http://www.clipart.com/en/ 
 
BigStock: http://bit.ly/photosforblogs  
 
Jing: http://www.techsmith.com/jing/ 
 
SnagIt: http://www.techsmith.com/snagit/ 
 
Creative Commons: http://creativecommons.org/ 
 
Buddha Photo Credit:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/arcticpuppy/  
 
Creative Commons License: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/ 
 
Photo Dropper: http://www.photodropper.com/ 
 
How To Use Photo Dropper: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTw9ub77ur4 
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